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Two boats recently delivered by Taiyoshoko Company Lid.,
American Marine’s dealer-distributor for Japan. The Laguna

10 Metre is shown at the Seabornia Yacht Club with its new owner,
Mr. Kou Takeuchi. Mr. Takeuchi has named his Laguna
MARIPOSA. Pictured aboard his new Grand Banks 36 at Takaishi
Marine in Osaka is Mr. Hiroaki Sankouji.
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SNOOKEM, an Alaskan 49 owned

by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dunkin

and photographed for the News by Scott
Malcolm. For the complete story on

the Dunkins and SNOOKEM, see

pages 8 and 9.

Our Long Distance Cruising Issue . . .

In truth, this issue did not begin as

a special to feature long passages, but
the editorial material so generously
contributed to these pages added up that
way. More and more people are

taking longer and longer cruises aboard
their Grand Banks and Alaskans —

well prepared owners aboard well equipped
boats designed for offshore cruising.

The Next Issue . . .

We hope to show you plans and
photographs and provide you with some
information about the latest member

of American Marine's boat family, the
Grand Banks 48. But to really make that
issue complete, how about a story

about you and your boat?
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La Vida
Christened

Laguna 11.5 Metre, hull number 3, was
recently purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Robert
S. McAlister, and was christened LA VIDA.
Mr. McAlister plans to retire in a few
years from his position as president of the
well known youth-oriented clothing
firm, Hang Ten. When they saw the Laguna
at the Los Angeles Boat Show, the McAlisters
decided that it should be a good way to keep
their retirement full of action.

LA VIDA's name comes from the
Egyptian ankh Barbara McAlister is wearing
on a necklace in the photo. The symbol
is known as the key of life, and the
McAlisters feel that their Laguna represents
a new sort of life for them.

Immediate plans call for weekending
aboard, however the McAlisters expect to
undertake more ambitious cruises later.

LA VIDA’s hailing port is the new Dana
Marina in Southern California.

Salesman Bob Beehler of Balboa Marina, hands Barbara McAlister her new
set of Laguna keys.

The operation of LA VIDA's radar is explained to
Robert McAlister, right.

LA VIDA idles out of Newport Harbor, bound for the open sea
and her maiden voyage to her new home port.




Norm and Patly Smith aboard AGUA VERDE in the Sea of Corlez, after rounding Cape San Lucas. (Photo, Miles Ottenheimer, American Boating)

“Agua Verde” cruises to Baja California

Ed. Note: Norm and Patty Smith are the
owners of AGUA VERDE, Grand Banks
36 number 122. This is their second
cruise to Baja California and Mexico.
On the first they wound up staying two
years! In February of this year, they
headed south again. We thought these
excerpts from Mrs. Smith's running
account of the trip interesting.

February 17, 1972. We finally got out
of the country! We left San Diego yester-
day morning in company with EVENING
STAR (a ketch-rigged motor sailer out of
San Diego owned by Walt and Katie
Maertin) and ran most of the time on just
the starboard engine so our cruising speed
would be more compatible with hers. We
got our anchor down about 3:45 p.m. It
didn't hold the first time, probably because
three kids in three skiffs were trying to sell
us a mooring. Anyway we're in, and it's so
good to be away from the bumpers squeak-
ing and docks creaking and low voltage at
the marina in San Diego!

We’ll go on to Santo Tomas tomorrow,
where we hope to be able to buy lobster.
We had fog yesterday, thick at times, but
flat, oily seas. Didn’t even get the cabin
windows salty, and dry decks the whole
way. But thank heaven for radar!

March 2. We left our Asuncion anchot-
age this morning at 8:30, and plan to run
all night to get into Magdalena Bay in the
morning. Another Grand Banks (a 42) has
joined us. Alvie Daniels is the hired cap-
tain on board. We've known him for three
years and like him and his wife very much.

Today is just one of those lovely days
you do find on the Pacific side of Baja
California. | putshorts on for the first time
today, and spent a couple of hours on the
bridge watching the porpoise follow us.
We’ve had several good shows of whales,
seals, and always the playful porpoise.

We promoted three dozen lobster at
Turtle Bay and cooked and froze them.
At Asuncion Bay we sent a box of cloth-

by Patty Smith
ing and food ashore. The Padre there is a
ham radio friend of Walt Maertin, and said
this little fishing village just south of him
was in pretty desperate need. We stuck in
two extra pairs of tennis shoes among
other things.

The sun is about to go down, and as we
run at night with no lights in the salon, I'll
close for today.

March 7. We arrived at Cabo San Lucas
yesterday morning. The auto pilot had
been acting up a bit on the way down.
Finally it made a hard-over turn to port
and broke something in the steering. Were
we glad to have that emergency tiller
aboard, although when we bought the boat
we never thought we’d need it. Fortunate-
ly we could follow EVENING STAR as
there is no compass mounted near the
emergency tiller. We steered with it stand-
ing one hour watches, for the whole night.
As soon as the pilot and steering are fixed,
we'll be off again.

“Kimberley Anne”
Planning Mexican Cruise

owners of the Grand

B

cruise south this fall.

Their tentative plans are to coast down to

Cape San Lucas at the tip of Baja Califor-
nia, and from there up into the Sea of

Joe and Lil Schaeffer,

Banks 42, KIMBERLEY
ANNE out of San Fran-
cisco, are planning to

Cortez, across to the Mexican mainland,
and then south again, probably as far as
Acapulco. Their plans call for a leisurely
cruise, returning to the U. S. early in 1973.

As they feel it would be an enjoyable
cruise to share with other Grand Banks
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Schaeffer are inter-
ested in contacting other owners with simi-
lar plans. Perhaps the cruise can be made
in part or entirely in company with
other boats.

If you are planning to cruise to Mexico
this fall from the West Coast, please contact
the Schaeffers by writing to them:

1220 N. Lawrence Expressway
Space 253
Sunnyvale, California 94086






