American Marine News

VOL 6 NO 1« BOAT SHOWS « LAGUNA 11.5 « FLORIDA CRUISE




“h

S

T

The Los Angeles Boat Show. A total of six - TR e
American Marine boats were on display at the B \.\ \ = \
show, including a Grand Banks 32, 36 and 42, an g A —\

Alaskan 49, a Laguna 10 Metre, and the brand new

Laguna 11.5 Metre. This was the first public

unveiling of the new bigger Laguna. As you can see

from the pictures, the general public thronged to

the boats. The waiting line at the Alaskan was at

times so long that people had to wait 30 min-

utes to get aboard.

A Grand Banks 42, Laguna 10 Metre and
Grand Banks 32 share the Venturi booth at
the 1972 Genoa, Italy, boat show.

Duffy Marina and Yacht Sales of Mt. Clemens,

Michigan,was the host dealership at the 1972

Mid-America Boat Show, held during a blizzard

and below zero weather in Cleveland, Ohio.

In spite of the weather, the show was a great

success, with over 16,000 persons walking the

ramp to view the first local unveiling of a

Laguna 10 Metre, and the ““Queen of the Show,"”

2 the Grand Banks 42.
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“Seeadler,” an unusual Grand Banks 42 owned by
Bob and Sally Dufek of Glen Head, New York. For more
about this beautiful boat, please turn to page 8.

VOLUME SIX
NUMBER ONE

HIGHLIGHTS. ..

Grand Banks 32 . ..
Grand Banks 36 . . .
Grand Banks 42 . . .

Alaskan 55.......
Laguna 10 Metre ..

Page

4 5,7,10, 15
6 156

cover, 3, 5, 6,
8, 14

back cover

355

MOVING?

If your address is changing, or if your copy of American
Marine News was improperly addressed, please let us
know.

If you know someone who owns an American Marine
boat, but does not receive the news, let us know about
that too.
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Cruisingtothe
Dry dortugas

By Irving G. Snyder

Photo . . . Joseph J. Steinmetz

Florida based ""La Vie IV,” Grand Banks 32, number 57,

has been moving around in the last three years! Witness

nearly two thousand hours on her engines and so far, no

injectors have been touched, nor has the head ever been
disturbed.

“La Vie" was purchased in Miami and made her
maiden voyage across Florida to her home port of Sara-
sota. Twice since, she has been across the Okeechobee
waterway, and once up the east coast to Daytona where
my wife and | enjoyed the London Symphony and then
cruised for a lovely, lazy thirty days without a night
ashore.

On another occasion when we “rounded the horn”’
of Florida, really doing the Keys, we were most thankful
for “La Vie's” generous skeg as we plowed our own
channel into some far away places with strange sounding
names. We cook our meals on a gas stove so we get by
with a small generator installed in our lazarette and only
use it for our air conditioner and television.

Our most memorable cruise so far was to the Dry
Tortugas, that westernmost landfall of the Florida Keys.
This is a spot for Grand Banksers who want to get away
from it all. There is no fuel or water available there so
it’s beyond the range of most other power boats.

We left Naples, Florida at 18:00 on a lovely May
evening, estimating an easy night-time passage to reach
Pulaski light at dawn. Our timing was right but all night
long we had 20 knot winds and eight foot waves on our
port beam. My wife and | were tired sailors when we
raised the light at dawn and tracked down the anchorage.

Old Fort Jefferson is located here. It's an hexagon-
al structure, covering an entire key, complete with moat

and drawbridge. Each leg of the structure is over a quar-
ter mile in length. A furnace is located in the courtyard
that was to have been used for heating cannon balls red
hot before transferring them to the hundreds of cannon
ports. The walls of the fort are some forty feet high and
over twelve feet thick. The entire structure is built of red
brick brought from the mainland. A marvelous, magnifi-
cent fortress from which a shot was never fired!

When visiting the Dry Tortugas, bird watchers thrill
to the frigate birds hovering overhead like kites on
strings, and the tens of thousands of Sooty and Noddy
terns who nest on adjacent Bird Key, their only rookery
in the world. A great, great place to visit in a Grand
Banks.

After four days of wonderful fishing, exploring and
loafing, it was time for our return and we decided to
make a daytime run. Leaving Garden Island at 04:00,
we picked our way be searchlight out the North channel,
then set our course on automatic pilot for San Carlos
Bay. It was spectacular to pass near groups of shrimp
boats with their nats swung out at all angles. The return
trip differed only from the outbound voyage in that we
could see when we were about to be clobbered by a huge
wave! Twelve and a half hours later we steamed into San
Carlos Bay, north of Naples, not fifty feet off the light.
What a boat; what a pilot; what a navigator!

Enough of the peregrinations of “La Vie IV,” an-
other time we’ll tell you of cruising to Miami via the
Keys on $22 worth of fuel. We are thankful for the
hundreds, verily the thousands of happy hours we've
had on our Grand Banks 32, Believe me, she looks hetter
than the day we took delivery—she’s a thing of beauty
and joy forever!



A couple of off-loadings on San Francisco Bay,

a Grand Banks 36 and a Laguna 10 Metre come off the
ship. This was the first Laguna in the Bay area, and
was the boat which later appeared

in the San Francisco Boat Show.

Mrs. George Clark takes aim with the
bottle as Mr. Clark looks on. The
occasion was the christening party for
their new Grand Banks 32, “Verminta,”
in Sausalito, California.

Saint Nicolas was good to at least three
families in the San Francisco area, as
attested by this lineup of wrapped gifts.
Sharing a Christmas christening party were
(left to right) Mr. and Mrs. Gene Thomas
aboard their new GB42, “Miss Muffit,”” and
Mr.and Mrs. Doug Allison and family aboard
their new GB36, “Skook II1,” and Mr. and
Mrs. Bernard Vogel aboard their

new GB32, “Dorothy.”




cruise around the Med.
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: Grand BanRs 42
* in the sunny

The Grand Banks 42, “’Sha Sha I1”" from England, owned by
Mr. Terji Reuter, cruised from Solent Yachts, Warsash, to the
Mediterranean last year, and subsequently went on a 3,000 mile

The photographs show ““Sha Sha I1”" off the Isle of Majorca, and in
her new home port, Pollensa, Isle of Majorca.

NEW
DEALERSHIP
IN THE

; PACIFIC

American Marine Ltd. has an-
nounced that Taiyoshoko Company,
Ltd., Tokyo, Japan is now exclusive
dealer-distributor for Grand Banks,
Alaskan and Laguna bhoats for Japan
and the Northeastern Pacific. This
brings to four the number of dealers

in the Pacific, including dealerships
in Tahiti, Singapore and Hong Kong.

Taiyoshoko Company, Ltd. is
located at the Kita Building, 8,1
Chome, Kofumecho, Nihonbashi,
Chuoku, Tokyo 103.






